2S4                                DEMOCRACY IN THE DOMINIONS
the mass of patriotic workers. But in the twenties it turned
its back upon past failings, and concentrated upon a broad-
ening of its appeal. "The socialization of the means of
production, distribution and exchange" was less strongly
emphasized, and more attention given to many immediate
objectives. Its leaders endeavoured to enlist the support
of small farmers and deserters from the Liberal ranks, and
increasingly sought to appropriate the tradition, and the
votes, of Seddonian liberalism. Such procedures were im-
perative if Labour was to be anything more than a proletarian
protest, but they inevitably lessened its militancy. The
more comprehensive its composition, the less vigorously the
party sought a socialist goal, and this fact created some
internal strains, specially evident after it entered office. * The
broadening out tactics were most fruitful in the depression
of the early thirties when the middle class was deeply dis-
turbed by the deflationary policies of the Coalition Govern-
ment. As trade languished, the winds of revolt began to
blow across the dairy farms. Labour, quick to see the power
of social credit doctrines among heavily mortgaged farmers,
promised a national credit authority to alleviate the lot of
the masses in country and town. Thus it exploited for its
own ends the ideas of Major Douglas, which were then
widespread in rural New Zealand. The tangible result of its
skilful appeal was illustrated in the elections of 1935, when it
won some twenty rural or largely rural seats.
But the bastion of the Labour party is in the urban areas.
It is the political offspring of trade unionism, whence it
derives most of its leaders, much of its revenue, and the
reliable portion of its electoral support. In the Labour
Government formed in 1935, seven of the thirteen/ministers
were trade union secretaries.2 It draws to its ranks middle
class intellectuals, political clergy, liberal lawyers, and socially
minded doctors, but, like the Labour party of Australia and
unlike that of England, it does not offer an effusive welcome
to the intellectual. The sovereign authority within the
party is the National Conference, held each Easter or when-
ever an emergency may dictate, which consists of delegates
^Leicester Webb, Government in New Zealand, 65.